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The Village of Algonquin is pleased to present its 2011 Annual Report and Calendar!  This report highlights the programs and ac�v-
i�es that our opera�ng departments (General Services Administra�on, Community Development, Police, and Public Works) provide
to the community.  Algonquin is known as a vibrant and progressive community with a rich historic past.  Vast amounts of shopping
and dining, safe and friendly neighborhoods, and our historic downtown make Algonquin the ideal place to live, work, and play.
Over the course of 2010, many exci�ng changes in commercial development, infrastructure, and opera�ons have occurred to make
sure Algonquin truly remains the “Gem of the Fox River Valley.”

With the con�nued economic challenges we face, the Village turned to innova�ve solu�ons to maintain and enhance public serv-
ices without increasing the Village’s budget.  Communica�ons have been enhanced by the Village’s involvement with social media.
You can now find us on Facebook, Twi�er, and Nixle, a community alert program.  Our Events & Recrea�on Division now offers on-
line registra�on and payment - having fun has never been so easy!  The Village has also entered into an intergovernmental agree-
ment with the Algonquin-Lake in the Hills Fire Protec�on District (ALFPD) for fleet maintenance services.  The Village’s A.S.E.-cer�fied
technicians will service ALFPD vehicles, increasing Village revenues while decreasing ALFPD expenditures - a true win-win for the tax-
payers of the community.  All of these solu�ons helped the Village reduce expenditures while holding the line on taxes for its Fiscal
Year 2010 - 2011 budget.

In 2010, the Village con�nued to promote and foster economic development in Algonquin.  The opening of Chase Bank (pictured right)
at Randall Road and Harnish Drive and the approval of retailer Gordmans in the Algonquin Commons demonstrates that Algonquin
remains a desirable place to do business.  Approval was also given to Rosen Hyundai to expand their dealership in Algonquin to in-
clude the new luxury brand Equus.  Some of the other businesses that have opened in 2010 include:  Smooch Bou�que, Dollar Tree,
Burnt Toast, and American Ma�ress.  Downtown Algonquin remains a lively des�na�on with the addi�on of sidewalk sea�ng at
Mar�ni’s on Main, and the con�nua�on of the Summer Concert Series and Farmers Markets on Thursdays.

The Algonquin Police Department was able to leverage grants and other funding sources to enhance community safety in 2010.  The
Village received a $37,000 grant from the Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm System to purchase computers for squad cars.  A grant worth
$1,800 was also secured from Target to support the Village’s bicycle patrol program.  Addi�onally, the Village received various grants
from the State of Illinois to perform targeted enforcement of D.U.I. (Driving Under the Influence) and seat belt viola�ons.  The Po-
lice Department also par�cipated in the Na�onal Take-Back Ini�a�ve, a partnership program with the United States Drug Enforce-
ment Administra�on.  This prescrip�on drug take-back campaign collected over 242,000 pounds of prescrip�on drugs for safe and
proper disposal na�onwide!

The Village’s commi�ent to maintain infrastructure is evident through the various physical improvements made last year.  Most no-
tably, construc�on on Hanson Road has been completed!  This roadway serves as one of the major north-south routes through the
Village and is a significant enhancement to our transporta�on network.  North Harrison Street was also reconstructed to improve
that stretch of roadway.  Streets in the Old Oak Subdivisions were repaved in 2010, extending their useful life.  Addi�onally, you may
have no�ced while driving along Randall Road that Jacobs Water Tower received a fresh coat of paint and other various maintenance
improvements.

In 2010, our Village parks con�nued to provide recrea�onal opportuni�es to our residents despite the many challenges posed by the
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).  In 2010, approximately 450 trees were confirmed to have EAB, the most destruc�ve year thus far.  The
Parks & Forestry Division of Public Works has employed various strategies and op�ons to slow EAB and has already begun replan�ng
trees to expedite the regrowth of our urban forest. Despite this challenge, fun at Algonquin parks remains whether it’s a swim at the
Algonquin Pool & Splashpad (pictured right) or a bicycle ride on one of the many trails in the Village.  Bicyclists may now park and
secure their bicycles at one of the eight new ar�s�c bicycle racks (pictured right) installed around the Village.  Addi�onally, the Vil-
lage has greatly expanded its adult and fitness recrea�on offerings so that there is a class for everyone!

You will find more details about the Village’s services and accomplishments on the pages of this calendar.  We hope you find the 2011
Annual Report and Calendar useful during the year and wish you a safe, healthy, and prosperous 2011!

Chase Bank - Randall Road
Photo - Village of Algonquin

Algonquin Pool & Splashpad
Photo - Village of Algonquin

Hanson Road Reconstruction
Photo - Village of Algonquin

Bicycle Rack Art
Photo - Village of Algonquin



Elected Officials & Form of Government
The Village of Algonquin is formally organized under the Trustee-Village form of govern-
ment, and combines the strong poli�cal leadership of elected officials (in the form of the
Village Board) with the professional experience of an appointed local government ad-
ministrator. The Board consists of a President, six Trustees, and a Village Clerk, elected
at large to serve overlapping four-year terms. The Board appoints the Village Manager to
carry out its direc�ves and oversee the delivery of public services. The Village Manager
also supervises the daily opera�ons of the Village and all of its departments.

In 1995, the Board passed an ordinance that modeled the Village’s government a�er the
Council-Manager form. According to the Illinois City/County Management Associa�on,
“under the council-manager form, power is concentrated in the elected council, which
hires a professional administrator to implement its policies. This appointee serves at the
pleasure of the council and has responsibility for preparing the budget, direc�ng day-to-
day opera�ons, hiring and firing personnel, and serving as the council’s chief policy ad-
visor.”

Village President and Board of Trustees
Top Row, Le� to Right:  Clerk Gerald Kautz, Trustee Jerry Glogowski, Trustee Bob
Smith, Trustee Jim Steigert.  Bo�om Row, Le� to Right:  Trustee Brian Dianis, Trustee
Debby Sosine, Village President John Schmi�, Trustee John Spella.

Village President: John Schmi� Term:  May 1, 2009—April 30, 2013

Village Trustees: Brian Dianis Term:  May 1, 2009—April 30, 2013
Jerry Glogowski Term:  May 1, 2009—April 30, 2013
Bob Smith Term:  May 1, 2009—April 30, 2013
Debby Sosine Term:  May 1, 2007—April 30, 2011
John Spella Term:  May 1, 2007—April 30, 2011
Jim Steigert Term:  May 1, 2007—April 30, 2011

Village Clerk: Gerald Kautz Term:  May 1, 2009—April 30, 2013

Appointed Officials

Village Manager Village Treasurer
William Ganek John Walde

Village A�orney Village Engineer
Kelly Cahill Michael Kerr

Organizational Chart



Planning for the Future
Every year, the Village of Algonquin prepares and updates its five-
year capital plan, which analyzes and priori�zes infrastructure proj-
ects throughout the community.  The first year of the plan
comprises the capital budget for that fiscal year.  Resources are al-
located to perform studies and engineering work prior to the actual
construc�on of certain projects.  Following are some of the projects
that are in the design and planning stage in the Village:

Edgewood Drive - Phase 2 engineering is currently being performed
for Edgewood Drive between Hanson Road and Main Street (Illinois
Route 31).  Edgewood Drive will be completely reconstructed with
a new road surface, curb and storm water system, and a bicy-
cle/pedestrian trail.  This project will improve safety and provide
residents with a significantly enhanced east-west segment in the
Village’s transporta�on network.  Construc�on is an�cipated to
begin in 2013.

Highlands Subdivision (Edgewood Drive) - Phase 1 engineering of
Edgewood Drive is currently being performed for the por�on of
roadway in the Highlands Subdivision.  This reconstruc�on project
will repair exis�ng sub base, curb and gu�er, sidewalks, and storm
sewer structures and provide a new asphalt road surface.  Con-
struc�on is an�cipated to begin in 2013.

Spella Park Wetland Mi�ga�on - Spella Park Wetland plan�ng as re-
quired by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will con�nue this year.
As part of the establishment of the Village’s wetland bank, up to
two mowing cycles will be performed on the en�re site, as well as
herbicide applica�ons to control invasive species, and a prescribed
burn.  Total project comple�on is an�cipated for 2012.

Water Treatment Plant #3 - Engineering services will be performed
this year to complete the design and construc�on documents for
the future expansion of Water Treatment Plant #3. This includes de-
sign of selec�ve ion exchange equipment and expansion of the ex-
is�ng facility to incorporate the new equipment and process.
Construc�on is planned to start in the 2012 – 2013 fiscal year.

For more informa�on on current and upcoming construc�on proj-
ects, please visit the Village Construc�on Projects page at www.al-
gonquin.org.

Edgewood Road
Photo - Jason Kuffer
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Meeting Schedule
VILLAGE BOARD

1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month at 7:30 p.m.
@ Village Hall, 2200 Harnish Drive

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at 7:30 p.m.

@ Village Hall, 2200 Harnish Drive

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
2nd Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

@ Village Hall, 2200 Harnish Drive

HISTORIC COMMISSION
2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

Workshops 3rd & 4th Saturdays of each month
at 8:30 a.m.

@ Historic Village Hall, 2 South Main Street

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
2nd Thursday of January, March, May, June,

September, and November at 7:00 p.m.
@ Village Hall, 2200 Harnish Drive

POLICE COMMISSION
Quarterly, the 3rd Wednesday of January, April, July,

and October at 6:30 p.m.
@ Village Hall, 2200 Harnish Drive

POLICE PENSION BOARD
Last Wednesday of January, April, July, and October,

at 5:30 p.m.
@ Village Hall, 2200 Harnish Drive

PUBLIC ART COMMISSION
3rd Thursday of the month as necessary at 7:30 p.m.

@Village Hall, 2200 Harnish Drive

*Trees must be unbagged, free of �nsel, and less than 6 feet in height.

Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

New Year’s Day

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Holiday Tree
Collec�on Begins*

Holiday Tree
Collec�on Ends

Mar�n Luther King,
Jr. Birthday



Technically Speaking
The Village of Algonquin relies heavily on technology and its applica�ons to provide the most efficient and effec�ve services to our residents.  In 2010, the
Village launched and improved several technology services to enhance service delivery and ci�zen sa�sfac�on.  Following are some of the technologies the
Village u�lizes in its daily opera�ons:

Geographic Informa�on Systems (GIS)

A majority of the Village’s services are land-
based, making GIS a perfect tool to manage phys-
ical assets and informa�on in a geographic
database.  Village staff uses GIS for infrastructure
maintenance, data management, and planning.
GIS is integrated with key technology systems to
improve service delivery efficiency.

In 2010, Village staff redesigned its internet Ge-
ographic Informa�on System to save costs and
improve func�onality.  This may be viewed at
www.algonquin.org/GIS.

Supervisory Control and Data Acquisi�on
(SCADA)

SCADA is a system the Village u�lizes to collect
data from various sensors at our water/waste-
water treatment plants or in other remote loca-
�ons to send to a central computer which allows
staff to manage and control specific equipment
at the loca�on.  This allows staff to monitor each
remote site in real �me and respond to any po-
ten�al problem remotely.

In 2010, an exis�ng SCADA control panel was up-
graded at the Wastewater Treatment Facility to
improve func�onality for pump monitoring.

Global Posi�oning Systems (GPS)

GPS u�lizes satellites to precisely determine
physical loca�on on Earth.  This technology al-
lows the Village to quickly and accurately locate
assets and have the ability to map them for fu-
ture use.  The accuracy provided by GPS is cri�cal
for public safety and u�lity applica�ons, ensuring
the data is correct and readily available for use.

In 2010, Village staff collected and verified loca-
�ons of several water u�lity assets, including hy-
drants and buffalo boxes.  They also began
mapping the Village’s stormwater conveyance
system, all using GPS technology for precision.

New GIS Mapping Website
Photo - Village of Algonquin
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March                                    2011

Although your property tax bill is made payable
to your County Treasurer, the payments are dis-
tributed among many taxing bodies.  On average,
only 7 percent of your property tax bill goes to
the Village of Algonquin.  A breakdown is always
shown on your tax bill, and typically resembles
the following:

Taxing Body                                          Percent
School District (D300/D158) 58%
County (Kane/McHenry) 10%
Fire Protec�on District 9%
Village of AlgonquinVillage of Algonquin 7%7%
Colleges (McHenry/Elgin) 6%
Library District 5%
Conserva�on District 3%
Township 2%

Please note that taxing bodies listed above have
differing jurisdic�onal boundaries; therefore, your
property tax breakdown may slightly differ from
what is shown above, depending on the exact lo-
ca�on of your residence.

FebruaryFebruary
2011

Where do my 
property tax

payments go?

Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm Groundhog Day

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Presidents’ Day

Valen�ne’s Day

Consolidated
Primary Elec�on



Under Construction
Algonquin is commi�ed to providing important infrastructure im-
provements throughout the community to maintain a high quality
of life for residents.  The following capital improvements have been
completed during 2010:

Jacobs Water Tower - The water tower on Bunker Hill Drive (as
shown) was originally constructed over 17 years ago.  Maintenance
of this water tower in 2010 included sandblas�ng, priming, pain�ng,
and spot repair to the exterior surface.  These maintenance ac�vi-
�es will help keep Jacobs Water Tower in good working order and
reduce future maintenance costs for years to come.

Hanson Road - Phase 2 construc�on of Hanson Road from Edge-
wood Drive to Hun�ngton Drive North was completed in 2010.  This
major reconstruc�on project upgraded the roadway with storm
drainage improvements, curb and gu�er, a bike path, new driving
surface, and landscape restora�on.  This project was funded nearly
80% from Federal Aid Urban funds obtained by the McHenry County
Council of Mayors.

North Harrison Street (Algonquin Hills Phase 4) - North Harrison
Street was also reconstructed from just north of Ericson Marina to
the Village limits.  This project included a complete reconstruc�on
of the roadway, curb and gu�er, sidewalk, and storm water collec-
�on upgrades.

Old Oak Subdivision - Various streets in the Oak Oak Subdivision, in-
cluding Old Oak Circle, Kingsbury Court, Plymouth Court, Cornell
Lane, and Olin Court were resurfaced in the summer of 2010.  Other
improvements include driveway and sidewalk repairs, curb and gut-
ter replacement, and storm sewer improvements.

During construc�on season, please visit the Village Construc�on
Projects page online at www.algonquin.org to keep up to date with
all construc�on info and detours.

Jacobs Water Tower
Photo - Village of Algonquin
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Budget
In March, the Commi�ee of the Whole reviews
the proposed General Fund Budget. Contact the
Village Hall at 847-658-2700 to confirm the meet-
ing agenda. The Village Board will consider ap-
proval of the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 budget in its
en�rety in April. 

Cemetery Cleanup
The annual “Spring Cleanup” of the Algonquin
Cemetery will begin Monday, April 4, through Fri-
day, April 8, 2011.  All winter decora�ons, such as
blankets and wreaths, and other decora�ons that
are not removed before April 1, 2011 will be dis-
carded.  Beginning Monday, April 18, through Fri-
day, April 22, 2011, the spring cleanup will be
completed and mowing of the cemetery will
begin.  Easter decora�ons may be placed on
graves beginning Friday, April 22, 2011.

Mother’s Day and/or summer decora�ons may be
placed on graves beginning Monday, May 2, 2011.
Remember, no plan�ng may be done in blocks 8
or 9 of the cemetery.  No plan�ng of bushes or
shrubs, etc. may be done in any part of the ceme-
tery except by the authority of the Village.  For a
copy of the cemetery rules, please contact the Vil-
lage Hall at 847-658-2700 or visit our website at
www.algonquin.org.

MarchMarch
2011

Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm Village Board - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

St. Patrick’s Day

Daylight Saving
Time Begins

First Day of Spring

Ash Wednesday



Crunching Numbers
The Village of Algonquin operates on a May 1 to April 30 fiscal year.  The Village works diligently to keep its property tax rate one of the lowest in Kane and
McHenry Coun�es.  Other taxing bodies, such as school, fire protec�on, coun�es, and townships, make up the remainder of your property tax bill.  Sales tax,
which is paid largely by non-residents, remains the largest revenue source for Village opera�ons.  Below is an overview of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 - 2011
adopted budget:

FY 10/11 General Fund Revenues

The following breakdown are the budgeted rev-
enues for the FY 10/11 General Fund only:

Sales Tax $ 6,085,000
Real Estate Tax $ 5,951,000
Income Tax $ 2,784,000
Police/Court Fines $ 1,210,900
Franchise Fees $    560,000
Development Fees $    428,000
Grants/Dona�ons $      80,000
Interest $      36,100
Other                                           $    540,000

TOTAL $17,675,000

Accomplishments

The Village’s high value on fiscal responsibility has not
gone unnoted in 2010.  Algonquin has maintained its
Standard & Poor’s  bond ra�ng of AA+, which signifies
investment grade quality and helps the Village secure
low interest rates when issuing debt.

Addi�onally, the Government Finance Officers Associ-
a�on (GFOA) has awarded the Village its Dis�nguished
Budget Presenta�on Award for the Fiscal Year 10/11
Budget, and the Cer�ficate of Achievement of Excel-
lence in Financial Repor�ng for the Village’s annual
audit for Fiscal Year 09/10.

For more informa�on regarding the Village’s finances,
visit www.algonquin.org/finance.

FY 10/11 Expenditures

$32,556,635$32,556,635
Total All Funds

$17,675,000
General Fund

$7,245,130$7,245,130
Capital Funds

$6,017,020$6,017,020
Water/Sewer Opera�ng Fund

$874,985
Special Revenue Funds

$744,500
Debt Service Fund

Village Hall
Photo - Village of Algonquin



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

May                                       2011

Spring Clean Up
In April, the Village of Algonquin, along with
Waste Management, will sponsor a Village-wide
clean up program for single-family residences and
townhouses that currently receive residen�al re-
fuse and recycling services.  This program is to en-
courage residents to reduce fire hazards in their
homes and to “spruce up” their neighborhoods.
STICKERS ARE NOT REQUIRED FOR THIS SPECIAL
PICKUP.  Typical items to be discarded include
toys, old clothes, couches, beds, dressers, grills,
and pa�o furniture.  Items that are expressly pro-
hibited from this collec�on are automobile parts,
landscape waste, white goods (stoves, refrigera-
tors, air condi�oners, freezers, etc.), and con-
struc�on materials such as broken concrete and
large amounts of lumber and brick. Watch our
website for the specific date in your area.

Free Leaf &
Brush Collection

Free leaf and brush collec�on will take place April
4 through April 29, 2011.  Leaves must be placed
in standard paper yard waste bags or reusable
trash containers that are clearly marked with a
red “X” on both sides and not exceeding 50
pounds.  Leaves placed in loose piles will not be
picked up.

AprilApril
2011

Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Good Friday

Free Leaf & Brush
Collec�on Ends

Easter

Free Leaf & Brush
Collec�on Begins

Village Offices Closed

Winter Parking
Restric�ons End

Consolidated
Elec�on

Palm Sunday Passover

Spring Clean Up
Central

Spring Clean Up
East

Spring Clean Up
West



Bike Algonquin
The Village of Algonquin is commi�ed to enhancing access to our com-
munity by providing an adequate and integrated system of bicycle trails
and routes. The Village recognizes the need to encourage bicycle travel
for both leisure and as a viable, ac�ve, and environmentally sustainable
transporta�on op�on while assuring safe and reliable access to all areas
of Algonquin. 

Bicycle Rack Art Program - New in 2010, the Village installed eight ar�s-
�c bicycle racks around Algonquin. The ECO Commi�ee and the Public
Arts Commission collaborated on a bicycle rack art contest. The call for
ar�sts was announced in December 2009. In February, the Village had
received 20 submi�als (15 signature racks and five standard racks). The
quality and crea�vity of the designs was very impressive. The selected
designs consisted of three signature racks and three standard rack de-
signs. The ar�sts have fabricated their winning designs and they have
been installed. We encourage you to bike Algonquin and see the new
func�onal, ar�s�c bike racks!

Bike Route of the Month - As part of the Bike Algonquin campaign, the
Village began developing specific bicycle routes u�lizing Village trails
and bicycle lanes for both the beginner and avid bicyclist alike.  The
routes highlight natural features, public art pieces, and other des�na-
�ons along the way.  These routes are available in brochure form or on-
line at www.algonquin.org/bike.

Bike Patrol - The Village of Algonquin currently has 12 officers who have
gone through a week-long training class for bicycle patrol.  Officers ride
the bikes through our parks, on the many bike paths in our neighbor-
hoods, in shopping center lots, and in the downtown areas.  The bicy-
cle is almost silent and allows officers to approach suspicious ac�vity
without drawing a�en�on to themselves.  The Village will con�nue to
u�lize bike patrol in 2011 as an effec�ve patrol method to keep our
community safe!

For more informa�on on bicycling in the Village, please visit the Bike
Algonquin website at www.algonquin.org/bike.

Prairie Trail
Photo - Village of Algonquin
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June                                      2011

Village Parks
The Village of Algonquin boasts a variety of both ac-
�ve and passive parks offering playground equip-
ment, fishing, pavilions, gazebos, paths for both
walking and biking, and much more.  Take �me to
enjoy one of our beau�ful parks today!

Algonquin Lakes Park: 700 Lake Plumleigh Way
Braewood Park: 1001 Gaslight Drive
Broadsmore Park: 2051 Broadsmore Drive
Cornish Park: 101 South Harrison Street2, 3

Gaslight Park: 700 Terrace Drive
High Hill Park & Nature Preserve: 501 Kirkland Drive1

Hill Climb Park: 801 Circle Drive
Holder Park: 1040 Timberwood Lane2

Jaycees Field: 1295 Parkwood Circle
Kelliher Park: 800 Square Barn Road
Lions-Armstrong Memorial Pool: 599 Longwood Drive
Merrill-Pioneer Park: 1250 Getzelman Terrace
Presiden�al Park: 700 Highland Avenue
Riverfront Park: 201 North Harrison Street3

Snapper Field: 599 Longwood Drive
Spella Park: 2610 Harnish Drive1

Stoneybrook Park: 1200 Hun�ngton Drive North
Towne Park: 100 Jefferson Street3

Tunbridge Park: 135 Stonegate Road
Village Hall Arboretum: 2200 Harnish Drive
Willoughby Farms Park: 2001 Wynnfield Drive2

James B. Wood Park: 3711 Wintergreen Terrace
Yellowstone Park: 1420 Yellowstone Parkway

1 - Great loca�on for sledding
2 - Ice Rink, weather permi�ng

3- Pavillion/Gazebo available to reserve

MayMay
2011

Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Memorial Day

Mother’s Day

Village Offices Closed

Trash and recycling collec�on delayed by
one day the en�re week.

Peace Officers 
Memorial Day Bike to Work Day

Season Pool
Passes On Sale

E-Waste
Recycling Event



Downtown Farmers Market
Photo - Village of Algonquin

Open for Business
Algonquin has always valued commerce and economic development.  Historically, the
old railroad (now Prairie Trail) provided merchants and farmers with access to the
Chicago markets.  Today, the Village’s economic development efforts focus on offer-
ing residents a community in which they can live, work, shop, and play.  The following
are some of the notable economic development accomplishments in 2010:

Farmers Market - The Downtown Algonquin Partnership Merchants’ Associa�on spon-
sors a Farmers Market each summer, which typically starts in late May or early June.
The Farmers Market is tradi�onally held on Thursdays throughout the summer in the
municipal parking lot on South Harrison Street.  For more informa�on about the 2011
Farmers Market, please visit the Downtown Algonquin Partnership website at
www.downtownalgonquin.org during the spring.

New Businesses - Algonquin’s posi�on as the center for regional shopping and enter-
tainment con�nued through 2010, with strong business openings and announcements
despite the downturn in the economy.  Strong new business starts point to the begin-
ning of a retail recovery.  Many new businesses, retailers, and restaurants are taking
advantage of prime loca�ons and opportuni�es provided along Algonquin’s major re-
tail corridors on Algonquin Road and Randall Road.  Some of these new business open-
ings include:  Smooch Bou�que, Chubby’s Gyros, Papa Saverio’s Pizza, Dollar Tree, Mel
and Mars Bistro to Go, Chase Bank, Plato’s Closet, Burnt Toast, and American Ma�ress.

Two new major anchor retailers announced new construc�on and openings planned
for 2011.  These include Gordmans (projected to open in August), a midwest depart-
ment store that will be located in the Algonquin Commons, and Hobby Lobby (pro-
jected to open in October), to be located in the Esplanade.

Reten�on and Expansion - The Village also works with exis�ng businesses to provide
opportuni�es to expand and grow within the Village.  This past year the Village worked
with Mar�ni’s on Main to provide new pa�o sea�ng in front of their restaurant down-
town, allowing them to expand their sea�ng area.  The Village also welcomed an ex-
pansion of Rosen Hyundai onto neighboring property, with the addi�on of the new
Equus luxury car line.  

For more informa�on on Algonquin business, please visit the Community Develop-
ment Department web site at www.algonquin.org/development.
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Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Father’s Day

Conserva�on
Community Day Art on the Fox

Art on the Fox

Flag Day

Trash and recycling collec�on delayed by one day the en�re week.
Friday collec�on will be on Saturday.

First Day of Summer

Water Conservation
The Village of Algonquin recognizes that water is
one of our most valuable natural resources.
Global water consump�on has risen almost ten-
fold in the last century, and many parts of the
world are now reaching the limits of their supply.
Popula�on con�nues to increase while water sup-
plies dwindle. The Village ins�tuted a water con-
serva�on program, encouraging residents and
businesses to limit their outside water use.  One
important component of this program is the
water system status that informs residents and
businesses of our outside water restric�ons.  To
check the water system status, watch for the signs
posted on the main streets throughout the Village
or visit our website at www.algonquin.org.
GREEN:GREEN: Indicates outside watering permi�ed ex-
cept for landscape watering between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
YELLOW:YELLOW: Indicates even/odd days for watering.
Even addresses may only water on even calendar
days and odd addresses may only water on odd
calendar days before 9:00 a.m. and a�er 6:00 p.m.
ORANGE:ORANGE: Indicates even/odd days for watering.
Even addresses may only water on even calendar
days and odd addresses may only water on odd
calendar days, between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and
9:00 a.m.
RED:RED: Indicates outside water use prohibited for
washing of motor vehicles, landscape, and lawn
watering en�rely.



Rain Rain Go Away
Stormwater is becoming an issue for municipali�es.  With the new
Federal NPDES (Na�onal Pollutant Discharge Elimina�on System)
regula�ons, municipali�es are now increasingly responsible for
cleaning their stormwater before it discharges to major down-
stream waterbodies.  Stormwater quality is no longer just an envi-
ronmental or ecological concern.  Sediment in stormwater reduces
the ability of streams to convey stormwater, thereby increasing
flooding.  Other pollutants in streams that supply drinking water to
communi�es increase the cost of treatment, and the higher cost is
passed down to residents and businesses.  Below are some of the
strategies the Village has u�lized to address this issue.

Naturalized Deten�on Basins -  Naturalizing stormwater basins re-
duces maintenance costs to the municipality because once the veg-
eta�on is fully established, mowing is no longer an issue.  Sediments
and nutrients are removed by the deep-rooted na�ve vegeta�on
before stormwater reaches a stream, maintaining the stream func-
�on of conveying flood flows as well as suppor�ng fish and wildlife.
The vegeta�on in a naturalized basin also increases aesthe�c ap-
peal by adding color in all seasons and a�rac�ng birds and bu�er-
flies to the area.   The Village currently maintains 14 naturalized
basins.  

Water Conserva�on - The Village of Algonquin con�nues to take a
proac�ve role in the conserva�on of water. The overall goal of the
water conserva�on program is to educate residents and businesses
about the ease of conserving water and the importance of conser-
va�on.  Algonquin relies on underground aquifers to supply all of
our drinking water. It is cri�cal that the amount pumped out of
these aquifers is kept under control to ensure that there is enough
water for everyone, now and in the future. In order to ensure water
quality and quan�ty, watering regula�ons are in place (see below).  

For more informa�on on stormwater, please visit www.algo-
nquin.org/publicworks.

Falcon Ridge Nature Preserve
Photo - Village of Algonquin
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August                                   2011

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Independence Day
Village Offices Closed

Trash and recycling collec�on delayed by one day the en�re week. Friday collec�on will be on Saturday.

Village Board - 7:30 pm

JulyJuly
2011

The na�onwide par�cipa�on rate of the 2010
Census was 74% with the state par�cipa�on rate
at 76%.  Algonquin exceeded both the na�onal
and state rates, and was one of the highest in the
region.  Great job Algonquin!

Community                                                           Rate
Huntley 89%
Cary 87%
AlgonquinAlgonquin 85%85%
Lake in the Hills 84%
Barrington 83%
Crystal Lake 83%
Barrington Hills 82%
West Dundee 82%
Hoffman Estates 81%
East Dundee 80%
Carpentersville 79%

Source:  United States Census Bureau

2010 Census 
Participation Rates

Founders’ Days
Festival

Always the last full weekend in July!  More info is
available at:  www.algonquinfoundersdays.com.



A Walk in the Park
One of the greatest benefits of Algonquin is its vast amount of park
space and natural features.  These great physical assets, coupled with
superb events and recrea�on programming, provide residents with sev-
eral quality of life factors right in their backyard.  Below are some of the
events that occur at Algonquin Parks.

Art on the Fox - The Algonquin Public Arts Commission holds an out-
door fine art show called ‘Algonquin’s Art on the Fox’ in June at beau-
�ful Riverfront Park, located in the heart of the community’s historic
downtown.  The event is free and open to the public; last year more
than 30 ar�st booths featuring pain�ngs, photography, fiber, jewelry,
ceramics, glass, as well as sculptures, were set up along downtown Al-
gonquin’s winding riverwalk.

Family Nature Walks and Talks - Nature expert Barb Wilson leads
monthly excursions in our Algonquin community parks and trails.  Each
walk includes new themes, discussions about the area, guided tours,
and some include a giveaway or cra� ac�vity. In 2010, three free Fam-
ily Nature Walks & Talks were held.

Noonie Nature Time - Addi�onally, the Village of Algonquin presents
Noonie Nature Time which also features nature expert Barb Wilson.
Pack a lunch and meet other kids to set off on a lunch�me adventure.
Each month, this event meets at a neighborhood playground to explore
the natural wonders of the environment. In 2010, eight Noonie Nature
Time events were held at Algonquin parks.

Summer Concert Series - Algonquin’s Summer Concert Series features
a wide variety of musical ar�sts. Summer Concerts are held weekly on
Thursday nights in July and August at Riverfront Park beginning at
7:30pm. These FREE concerts are a wonderful way to enjoy the scenic
Fox River with your family around a picnic dinner. In 2010, the Village
held six concerts during its Summer Concert Series.

Look for addi�onal informa�on about Village events online at www.al-
gonquin.org or in the seasonal Events and Recrea�on Brochure.

Towne Park
Photo - Village of Algonquin
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The Village of Algonquin prides itself on being a
leader in its use of sustainable prac�ces. For years,
the Village and its ci�zens have worked hard to sus-
tain nature preserves, recycling, energy efficiency,
protected natural areas, and abundant park space,
while s�ll providing the services and ameni�es of a
growing metropolitan community. That stated, the
Village of Algonquin is pleased to present the con-
cept of ECO-ALGONQUIN! ECO-ALGONQUIN is not
the latest fad, trend, or buzzword; it's standard op-
era�ng procedure. Whether it is developing expan-
sive parks and trails, being recognized as a Tree City
USA, conver�ng grass deten�on ponds into natural-
ized areas, or even using vegetable oil for fueling our
fleet, these are hardly new ini�a�ves but things that
the Village has been doing for years. 

ECO-ALGONQUIN is designed to bring together
these wonderful programs and ideas to ENGAGE,
CONSERVE, and OPTIMIZE our resources to work to-
ward building a more sustainable Algonquin. 

ECO is reaching out to Algonquin residents, organi-
za�ons, and businesses that would like to become
more involved by introducing our Gold Leaf Award
Program. The Gold Leaf Award is an outreach effort
to engage and encourage residents and businesses
to be ac�ve in the Village’s environmental efforts.
For more informa�on about ECO or the Gold Leaf
Program please visit www.algonquin.org/eco.

ECO-Algonquin

Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

AugustAugust
2011



Building Blocks
The primary objec�ve of the Village’s Building Department is to
protect the public’s health, safety, and welfare.  This is per-
formed using mul�ple methods, some of which are described
below. 

Building Permits - The Building Department is responsible for
the review and inspec�on of all proposed construc�on and
building improvements in the Village to ensure public safety.
Building permit applica�ons and drawings are verified with the
building code to ensure all safety specifica�ons are met.

Due to the current economic condi�ons and their impact on the
real estate market, new construc�on permits are down signifi-
cantly.  However, this has led to an increase in permits issued for
remodeling and other various home improvements. 

Property Maintenance - The Village’s property maintenance in-
spectors ensure public safety by enforcing all applicable building
and property maintenance codes and ordinances.  Foreclosed
homes were a primary focus in 2010 to ensure they are in com-
pliance with Village ordinances to ease the transi�on to new
owners and to maintain the appearance in Village neighbor-
hoods.

So�ware Upgrades - In 2010, the Building Department under-
took a comprehensive so�ware upgrade to migrate their sys-
tems to the same pla�orm as the Village’s financial so�ware
(MUNIS).  This will integrate building permit transac�ons with
financial records to streamline opera�ons and achieve greater
efficiencies.

For more informa�on, please visit www.algonquin.org/building.

Algonquin Lakes Subdivision
Photo - Village of Algonquin
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October                                 2011

Online Services
Do you need to get in touch with a Village em-
ployee to inform them of a problem or concern?
Visit www.algonquin.org  Service Request and
Feedback Center.  This newly added func�on to
our website is a great way for you to monitor the
status of your complaint or concern.  An easy-to-
navigate form will direct your inquiry to the cor-
rect department within the Village and no�fy you
via email or by phone of the progress. 

The Village also offers online registra�on for
recrea�on classes.  With this new offering, you
are able to update your family profile, register for
courses, review courses in which you or a family
member are currently enrolled in, check event
dates, and much more. To sign up or view recre-
a�on offerings, visit Algonquin’s Recrea�on web-
site at www.algonquin.org/recrea�on.

Create a user profile to view your current water
bill, review your water bill history, or pay using
your MasterCard, Visa, or Discover credit card.
You may also enroll in automa�c debit (ACH) and
have payments deducted automa�cally from your
checking or savings account.  To sign up, visit
www.algonquin.org and click on the ePay logo.

Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pmLabor Day

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Village Offices Closed

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Trash and recycling collec�on delayed by one day the en�re week. Friday collec�on will be on Saturday.

It’s Our River Day

SeptemberSeptember
2011



Hitting the Streets
As part of protec�ng the safety and welfare of the general public, the Al-
gonquin Police Department (APD) has established a very proac�ve ap-
proach to community involvement.  Following are some of the ini�a�ves
the Police Department has been involved in during 2010:

Neighborhood Watch - The Neighborhood Watch Program enables the po-
lice and the community to work together to make neighborhoods more
crime resistant. It is a neighborhood and community-based effort, designed
to help ci�zens and the police in preven�ng primarily residen�al burglary
and other neighborhood-related crimes. Neighborhood Watch encourages
strong working rela�onships between the police and the ci�zens. In 2010,
the Police Department worked with seven neighborhoods on establishing
and developing their own neighborhood watch groups.  Contact Officer
Amy Bucci at 847-658-4531 if your neighborhood is interested in star�ng a
watch group.

D.A.R.E. - The Algonquin Police Department D.A.R.E. Program is an integral
part of the Department's crime preven�on program. In Algonquin, the be-
lief is that the best way to prevent crime is to intervene before a problem
begins. "D.A.R.E." stands for Drug Abuse Resistance Educa�on. The D.A.R.E.
unit consists of full-�me officers who have been cer�fied in this specialized
area of law enforcement exper�se. In 2010, over 700 fi�h grade students
from seven different schools graduated from the D.A.R.E. program.

Accredita�on - The Illinois Law Enforcement Accredita�on Program (ILEAP)
provides rules and regula�ons establishing an accredita�on process that
encourages and provides law enforcement agencies with a voluntary op-
portunity to demonstrate that they meet the model standards developed
by the Illinois Law Enforcement Agency Accredita�on Council.  The goal of
the program is to make available a framework whereby the Illinois law en-
forcement community is provided a voluntary accredita�on program that
is comprehensive, obtainable, and based on standards that reflect profes-
sional service delivery. This framework incorporates community policing
principles with the goal of building trust in the communi�es that these de-
partments serve. The Algonquin Police Department an�cipates achieving
full accredita�on in 2011.

For more informa�on, please visit www.algonquin.org/police.
Algonquin Police Cruiser
Photo - Don Stien
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November                              2011

Recycle
The Village of Algonquin strongly encourages res-
idents and businesses to recycle.  Recycling is free
for residents of single-family homes and town
homes in the Village.  You can recycle newspaper,
brown paper bags, cardboard, junk mail, glass
jars, bo�les (plas�c and glass), aluminum cans,
milk and water jugs, spent aerosol cans and much
more.  Check the Village website for more infor-
ma�on on our recycling program or call Waste
Management Customer Service at 800-796-9696. 

Cemetery Cleanup
Fall cemetery cleanup begins Monday, October
24, and runs through Friday, October 28, 2011.  All
summer plan�ngs, wreaths, and other decora-
�ons that are not removed before October 24 will
be discarded.  Winter decora�ons, such as blan-
kets and wreaths, may be placed on graves be-
ginning November 15, 2011.

E-Waste
In 2009, the Village of Algonquin had its first Elec-
tronics Recycling Event.  The Village collected over
37,000 pounds that year and almost doubled that
amount in 2010, collec�ng 69,110 pounds over
the course of three hours.  Watch your mailbox
or check www.algonquin.org for informa�on on
the 2012 E-Waste event.

Halloween

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Free Leaf and Brush
Collec�on Begins

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

OctoberOctober
2011

Old Time Country
Harvest Fest & Historic

Cemetery Walk

Columbus Day

Trick-Or-Treat
3 p.m. to 7 p.m.



Getting the Message Out
The Village of Algonquin is constantly implemen�ng mechanisms
to promote effec�ve communica�on with the public.  In addi�on
to the tradi�onal communica�on methods the Village has em-
ployed over the years, the following methods evolved consider-
ably in 2010:

Social Media - In 2010, the Village launched mul�ple social media
applica�ons to be�er communicate with our ci�zens, businesses,
and visitors.  You can now find the Village of Algonquin on Face-
book, Twi�er, and Nixle.  These services supplement exis�ng
communica�on methods and allow the Village to communicate
informa�on in a �mely and more frequent manner.  More infor-
ma�on on the Village’s social media applica�ons is available at
www.algonquin.org.

Algonquin e-News - The public is able to receive monthly e-mail
updates from the Village directly to their inbox.  Algonquin e-
News is a free, monthly e-mail newsle�er designed to keep sub-
scribers informed of Village news, events, and happenings.  In
2010, subscribership grew by approximately 67% as more and
more residents took advantage of this free communica�on serv-
ice.  Sign up today at www.algonquin.org.

algonquin.org - The Village website remains the primary source
for Village informa�on 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Website
traffic in 2010 is up 5% from 2009 and up 57% from 2007!  And
why not? - you can do more than ever at algonquin.org!  Make
payments, request services, access informa�on, and much more
all available online!

Providing the public with the best possible methods of commu-
nica�on and transparency is a top priority for the Village.  U�liz-
ing the aforemen�oned technology and services help achieve this
goal in a cost-effec�ve manner.  Check out www.algonquin.org
for more informa�on!

Cornish Park Clock Tower
Photo - Ron McKinney
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December                              2011

Village Offices ClosedThanksgiving

Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Village Offices Closed

Trash and recycling collec�on delayed by 
one day Thursday and Friday.

Winter Parking
Restric�ons Begin

NovemberNovember
2011

Population Growth
Looking back at the first decade of the new mille-
nium, the Fox Valley region has exerienced sig-
nificant popula�on growth and development.
Although not the fastest growing community, Al-
gonquin prides itself on its balanced growth ap-
proach, ensuring that natural/park space and
commercial/industrial space keep pace with res-
iden�al growth. The Village’s balanced growth
approach helps maintain quality development
while strategically managing the burden develop-
ment places on infrastructure and other public
services (schools, libraries, fire protec�on, etc.).
Below are 2009 popula�on es�mates for local
communi�es and the growth rate from the 2000
Census.

Municipality                          Popula�on        Change
Huntley 23,177 304%
West Dundee 8,015 48%
AlgonquinAlgonquin 30,34730,347 30%30%
Lake in the Hills 29,704 28%
Cary 19,651 27%
Carpentersville 38,020 24%
Barrington Hills 4,375 12%
Crystal Lake 42,180 11%
Hoffman Estates 53,655 8%
East Dundee 3,149 7%
Barrington 10,334 2%

Source:  United States Census Bureau

Veterans Day

Daylight Saving
Time Ends



Going the Extra Mile
Customer service has always been a cornerstone of the organiza�onal
philosophy of the Village of Algonquin.  Our elected officials and staff
members are here to serve you, our residents.  Below are some of the
more recent innova�ons to enhance the “customer” experience:

Ci�zen Request Management System - In 2010, the Village made sig-
nificant improvements to its Ci�zen Request Management (CRM) Sys-
tem.  The CRM’s primary goal is to communicate requests for Village
services in the most efficient and effec�ve manner possible.  The web-
site where the public can submit service requests has been streamlined
for ease of use.  Addi�onally, the CRM has been expanded so when you
call the Village, staff can enter common service requests while you are
on the phone and provide you with a tracking number and/or e-mail
receipt so that you can monitor progress.  Furthermore, the CRM now
no�fies appropriate Village staff that are already in the field, via smart
phone technology, to efficiently resolve the service issue.   This results
in extremely effec�ve and �mely service delivery to our residents.

Online Recrea�on Registra�on - You may now register for the various
events and recrea�on programs offered using our online service.  In
2010, the Village implemented an online shopping cart for all programs
that are found in our seasonal Events and Recrea�on Brochure as a con-
venience to our residents.  You can register and pay (via credit card)
online at any �me.  This eliminates the need for checks, paper regis-
tra�on, postage, etc. and provides you and your family easier access to
fun.  Check out www.algonquin.org/recrea�on for more informa�on.

Administra�ve Adjudica�on - In its second full year of opera�on, the
Village Administra�ve Adjudica�on system allows residents to contest
ordinance viola�ons in Algonquin instead of at County Circuit Court.
Administra�ve Adjudica�on also provides a second chance forum for
first-�me juvenile offenders in lieu of the criminal court system for
minor offenses.  In 2010, the Office of Adjudica�on processed more
than 520 cases.

Historic Village Hall
Photo - Don Stien
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January                                2012

As the snow and ice fall, covering our streets and
sidewalks, the Village implemented  regula�ons
to provide a more safe travel experience for our
residents and visitors.  Every year, star�ng No-
vember 1 through April 15, the Village does not
allow street parking between the hours of 2am
and 5am or any�me there is two (2) inches or
more of snowfall.  Although  the Streets Division
works diligently night and day to keep our Village
streets plowed and safe to use, it is up to our res-
idents to put in their fair share.  When removing
snow from your sidewalk or driveway, do not dis-
tribute snow into the street. Public sidewalks
should be cleared within 24 hours a�er a snow-
fall.  It is the responsibility of the homeowner to
remove the snow on all sidewalks adjacent to
their home/property. Check out www.algo-
nquin.org for addi�onal snow-related informa-
�on.

Winter Regulations

Sled & Skate
Enjoy Algonquin parks during the winter months.
High Hill Park & Nature Preserve and Spella Park
boast great sledding hills. Weather permi�ng,
our Public Works Department sets up a great ice
rink for ska�ng at Cornish, Holder, and Willoughby
Farms Parks.

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Commi�ee of the
Whole- 7:30 pm

Planning & Zoning
Commission - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Village Board - 7:30 pm

Christmas

Christmas Eve

Village Offices Closed

Village Offices Closed

Free Leaf and Brush
Collec�on Ends

New Year’s Eve

DecemberDecember
2011

Kwanzaa

Chanukah



Contact Information
Village of Algonquin                                                                        
EMERGENCY 911
Village Hall 847-658-2700
Community Development 847-658-4184
Police (non-emergency) 847-658-4531
Public Works 847-658-2754
Water Billing 847-854-3440
Pool (summer only) 847-458-7677
Historic Commission 847-658-4322
Fire Protection Districts                                                                        
EMERGENCY 911
Algonquin/Lake in the Hills 847-658-8233
Huntley 847-669-5066
Carpentersville/Countryside 847-426-2131
Cary 847-639-2121
County Sheriffs                                                                                           
EMERGENCY 911
Kane County Sheriff 630-232-6840
McHenry County Sheriff 815-338-2144
Townships                                                                                            
Algonquin Township 847-639-2700
Dundee Township 847-428-8092
Grafton Township 847-669-3328
School Districts                                                                                         
Community Unit School District 300 847-426-1300 
Consolidated School District 158 847-659-6158
Park Districts and Departments                                                                                         
Village of Algonquin Events and Recreation Division 847-658-2700 
Barrington Countryside Park District 847-783-6772
Dundee Township Park District 847-428-7131
Huntley Park District 847-669-3180

Village of Algonquin
2200 Harnish Drive
Algonquin, Illinois 60102
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Downtown Algonquin Farmers Market (Left)
Photo - Village of Algonquin

Fresh produce and other items can be found at
the Downtown Algonquin Farmers Market.  The
market runs Thursdays throughout the summer.

Cornish Park Clock Tower (Cover)
Photo - Chau Lam

This local landmark provides a dramatic focal
point for Cornish Park.

Library                                                                                             
Algonquin Area Public Library District - Main Branch 847-458-6060 
Algonquin Area Public Library District - Eastgate Branch 847-658-4343
Non-Municipal Utilities                                                                            
AT&T 1-800-288-2020
Comcast 1-800-COMCAST
ComEd 1-800-EDISON-1
Nicor 1-888-NICOR4U
Waste Management 1-800-796-9696

Printed on Recycled Paper


