
VILLAGE OF ALGONQUIN 

AGENDA 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

May 13, 2014 
2200 Harnish Drive 
Village Board Room 

- AGENDA - 
7:30 P.M. 

 

Trustee Steigert – Chairperson 
Trustee Dianis 
Trustee Glogowski 
Trustee Smith 
Trustee Sosine 
Trustee Spella 
President Schmitt 
 
1.  Roll Call – Establish Quorum 

(Persons wishing to address the Committee on an item on this agenda must register with 

the Chair prior to roll call.) 

2. Community Development 

 A. Pole Sign Variation Request (2014-05)/Neuhalfen, 308 South Main Street 

3.  General Administration 

A. Consider Authorization to Execute Agreement with Chicago Metropolitan Agency 

for Planning for the Fox River Corridor Plan 

B. Consider Public Event Request for Players Charity Championship, Saturday, June 

7, 2014, 3 – 10 p.m., Nero’s Pizza 

4.  Public Works & Safety 

A. Consider Change Order for Staining of Parapet Wall for Western Bypass Project 

B. Consider Agreement with Trotter & Associates for Engineering Services for 

Facility Plan Update 

5. Executive Session: If required 

6. Other Business 

7.  Adjournment 

 





 
 
 


    VILLAGE OF ALGONQUIN 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 


 
– M E M O R A N D U M – 


 
DATE:  May 2, 2014 
 
TO:  Committee of the Whole 
   
FROM: Diane LaCalamita, Building Inspector  
 
SUBJECT: Case No. 2014-05 Neuhalfen — Freestanding Pole Sign Variation Request                                                                                                                                  
 
 
Introduction 
 
Catherine and Andrew Neuhalfen have submitted a petition for a variation to the Village’s Sign 
Code (Chapter 29) to allow for a new freestanding sign face at 308 S. Main Street that would not 
meet current Sign Code criteria. The Neuhalfen’s wish to use the existing freestanding sign posts 
to install a new 24 sq. ft. engraved high density urethane (HDU) freestanding sign. Section 
29.13.F.2. of the Sign Code restricts such signs to be no larger than 8 sq. ft.  The Neuhalfen’s 
wish to change the existing signage in order to display the names of two newer businesses at this 
location known as Catara Skin Rejuvenation Spa and Neuhalfen Engineering Corporation.        
 
The existing freestanding sign was approved by permit in March of 1994 which allowed for a 24 
sq. ft. sign on the front lawn area for a business known as Interesting Developments 
Photography.  The existing signage is considered legal non-conforming. The current Sign Code 
criteria was adopted in July of 1994 and notes that all signage of this freestanding type in the Old 
Town District shall not exceed 8 sq. ft.; the Neuhalfen’s request is three times the size of what is 
now permitted. 
 
Section 29.17.D. of the Sign Code specifically states the following: 
Any sign lawfully existing as of the date of the adoption of this Chapter that does not conform to 
one or more of the provisions contained herein shall be deemed to be a legal non-conforming 
sign and may be continued in operation and maintained subject to the following requirements: 


a. The owner or beneficial user shall maintain such sign in good condition and repair; 
b. Such sign shall not be changed or altered in any manner, including face change (i.e. 


replacement or repainting of copy with new copy, except for the changeable portion of 
changeable copy signs); shall not be changed to any other nonconformity; shall not be 
expanded; shall not be structurally altered to prolong it useful life; and shall not be 
moved in whole or part to any other location where it would remain nonconforming; 


c. Such sign shall not be continued in use after change of occupancy of the business, owner, 
or activity to which the sign pertains. 
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Attached is copy of the Neuhalfen’s reasons for the variation request; they include that the 
existing sign has been there for years without issue and that two businesses occupy the building.  
 
Recommendation 
 
In order to achieve a uniform appearance of the historic flavor of the Old Town District, staff 
does not recommend approval of the Sign Variation as there is no apparent hardship. It would 
also seem unfair to other business owners that have come into the Old Town District and have 
abided by the Sign Code requirements without issue.  Staff feels such signage should be used to 
simply identify the location of the business and not serve as advertising.    
  
Attachments: Petitioner’s Submittal Package  
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